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The WHC Thanks Ron Miller 
for Serving 24 Years as Treasurer 

The Wisconsin Horse Council would like 
to thank Ron Miller for serving as their 
treasurer for 24 years.  Ron has decided 
to hand the reins over to someone else 
for this position, and we thank him for 
his tireless contributions to the 
Wisconsin Horse Council and the 
Midwest Horse Fair. 
 
Ron has given so many hours to the Wisconsin Horse Council in 
so many capacities, that thank you doesn’t seem nearly enough.  
Ron has been (and will remain) a WHC Level III Director, served 
on many WHC committees such as the Certified Judge Seminar 
Committee, Budget & Finance Committee, Championship 
Challenge Open Horse Show Awards Program Committee, and 
the WHC Level III Bonus Bucks Sponsorship Committee. 
 
Ron is also a WHC Certified Judge and an announcer.  That alone 
has kept him extremely busy over the years as well.  Ron 
received the WHC’s  Show Judge of the Year Award in 2002 and 
their Lifetime Achievement Award in 2019. 
 
Please join us in thanking Ron Miller for his outstanding service! 
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WHC Mission Statement 
To represent, protect and foster a unified equine industry in Wisconsin 

through leadership, education, service and communication. 

WHC Vision Statement 
To take a pro-active role in the future growth and development 

of the equine industry. 

Membership in the Wisconsin Horse Council is open to individuals, 
associations, businesses, societies, or other entities whose interests are 

in line with the WHC’s purpose and Mission Statement.  Our membership 
year follows the calendar year.  Members will receive a free e-newsletter 

and the option to purchase a printed newsletter where FREE classified 
ads can be placed and business card, 1/4, 1/2 and full page ads can be 

purchased as well.  The newsletter reaches 500+ horse enthusiasts. 
The WHC currently sends out six issues per year. 

The WHC employs a professional lobbyist who works with us on pending 
legislation as needed for the equine industry.  We continue to work on 

adding new benefits for our members.  Please feel free to contact us with 
your comments or suggestions.  Thank you! 

ATTENTION! 
 

Tear out pages 25 & 26 to fold as a 
handy brochure to keep or to share! 

This month’s featured brochure is  
“What You Should Know About 

West Nile Virus” from the American 
Veterinary Medical Association. 

 

Wisconsin Horse Council 
Executive Board 2024 

Executive Officers 
President - Anne Murphy 
    608-513-4488 
    equuspo@gmail.com 
Vice President - Katie Bachhuber 
    920-539-0601 
    kbach@nconnect.net 
 Secretary - Jill Feller 
     920-948-9502 
     jfeller5732@outlook.com  
 Treasurer - Kricket Jewett 
    608-868-2609 
    kricketj@gmail.com 
 
 Executive Board of Directors 
Past President - Nancy Edwards 
262-853-5272, njrhorse80@gmail.com 
Director at Large - Gail Seasor 
608-576-9429, gailseasor@att.net 
Director at Large - Kricket Jewett,  
608-868-2609, kricketj@gmail.com 
District 1 Rep - Chris Nelson 
715-557-0169, jpbird1862@gmail.com 
District 2 Rep - OPEN 
 
District 3 Rep - Bonnie Shepherd, 
262-670-1426, bonshepherd@outlook.com 
District 4 Rep - Floyd Finney, 
608-868-4543, floyd-diane@outlook.com 
District 5 Rep - Dana Sechler, 
608-963-2380, danasechler@hotmail.com 
 
Office Staff Member 
Darla Schack - Newsletter Editor/Website 
Administrator, Administrative Assistant 
darla@wisconsinhorsecouncil.org 
121 S. Ludington Street 
P.O. Box 72 
Columbus, WI  53925 
Phone:  920-623-0393 
info@wisconsinhorsecouncil.org 
 
Midwest Horse Fair 
Teri  Giannetti- General Manager 
teri@midwesthorsefair.com 
131 S. Ludington Street 
Columbus, WI  53925 
Phone:  920-623-5515  Fax:  920-623-5454 



  Wisconsin Horse Council     July / August       Page 3

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the Wisconsin State Horse Council Equine Foundation 
The bond between an equestrian and their equine is an experience worth cherishing; we are 
dedicated to strengthening this bond and enriching the equestrian experience in Wisconsin 

through education, research, charity, and scholarship. 

Visit our website www.wisconsinhorsecouncil.org – Go to the 
WSHCEF tab at the top of the page 

What is the mission statement of the WSHC Equine Foundation? 
The Wisconsin State Horse Council Equine Foundation was created to better serve Wisconsin's growing         
equestrian community and to help that community realize its fullest potential. The Foundation is a tax exempt, 
non-profit 501(c) (3) organization, and as such allows individuals to make tax-deductible contributions to support 
Wisconsin equine projects. 

The mission of the Equine Foundation is to support Wisconsin's expanding equestrian community by funding: 

  * Educational Initiatives   * Trail Development 
  * Equine Research   * Youth Scholarship and Participation 

What is our relationship with the Wisconsin Horse Council? 
The Wisconsin Horse Council is our parent organization and the sole member of the WSHC Equine Foundation. 
WHC Board of Directors are elected to serve on the WSHC Equine Foundation Board of Directors, along with non-
WHC individuals.  The WHC was incorporated in 1972 as an advocate for the equine owners and industry in the 
State of Wisconsin. It has grown to become the focus of the equine industry in Wisconsin. 

The Mission Statement of the Wisconsin Horse Council is: To represent, protect and foster a unified equine      
industry in Wisconsin through leadership, education, service and communication. 

The WSHC Equine Foundation is a federally approved 501 (c)(3) non-profit corporation dedicated to the            
advancement of  equine activities and the equine industry in general. 

The Foundation's main objectives are to promote education, research and development, charity, and scholarship 
opportunities for equestrians in Wisconsin. 

WSHCEF Officers, Board Members & Volunteer Committee Members 
 

                  Officers 
 

President: Katie Bachhuber 
Vice President: Linda Ernsberger 
Secretary: Diane Sackett 
Treasurer: Nancy Young 
Board Members: Lori Helmer, Gail Seasor 
  James Harris, Jennifer Juliuson 
  Jan Pieper 
  OPEN- WHC Exec BOD Rep. 

                            Volunteer Committee Members  

 

  Karen Meekma  Dave Kluge 
 Sharon Hookstead Roxanne Cromheecke-Kluge 
 Rich Ernsberger   
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 WHC’s Trail Design School for 2024 Is in the Books 
 

It’s a dirty job, and thankfully, there are people out there willing to 
learn how to design, construct and maintain a proper trail that gets 
horseback riders, hikers and bikers out to enjoy Wisconsin’s 
spectacular natural areas. 
 
And it couldn’t be done without the WHC Trails 
Committee financial support and dedicated 

long-term volunteer hosts Margie Kraege and Floyd Finney’s organizational 
support to bring in trail educator Mike Riter of Trail Design Specialists (and his 
trusty classroom therapy dog, Emma) to teach the 4-day course. 
 

The WHC  is also thankful for an educational Recreation Trail Grant 
(RTP) and  for the Friends of Wildcat Mountain State Park for hosting 
a student dinner at the local barbecue place on Monday night. 
 
June 9th through the 12th, 14 students representing horse groups, 
DNR parks and recreational areas, bike groups and urban parks 
programs gathered at the public library and on 
the trail at Wildcat Mountain State Park in 
Ontario, Wisconsin, for an intensive learning 
and doing experience. Each morning of class-
room instruction finished with a quiz before 
students headed to the park to put the new 
learning into action. On the final day, each 
participant received a certificate attesting to 
their newly earned skills. 
 
Students learned to use trail design tools like 
clinometers to understand slope as they flag 
marked a mock trail. They picked up loppers 
and saws and employed building tools with 
unique names like McCalls and Pulaskis. They 
learned and demonstrated back cuts, leveling, 
smoothing the trail tread, disguising the rough 
edges; volunteer management and crew 
leadership, and safety, safety, safety! 

         Continued on next page... 
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 ...continued from previous page 

WHC’s Trail Design School for 2024 Is in the Books 

 

Over the four hot and steamy days, it was 
great to see not only a trail develop, but 
friendships, too, as people worked in pairs 
and teams to demonstrate the learning. 
Many a cooperative discussion over the 
slope of a trail built respect and grew 
support for the vision and hard work of 

            creating multi-user trails that are interesting, 
            safe and long-lasting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you, Floyd, and See You on the Trail! 

This year left us with another milestone as we say thank you and 
farewell to Floyd Finney, who is retiring after nearly two decades of 
co-organizing and co-hosting the Trail School. His patience, willing-
ness to pick up a tool or another case of water, his offer to load up 
the truck with newcomers and get them safely to the jobsite, his 
capable campfire starting skills and his tender care of all those tools 
is much appreciated and will be missed. 
 
Trail School 2025 dates should be available on the WHC website in late 2024 – think about how you 
can be a builder and a rider. You’ll never look at a trail the same way again. 
 
Next time you tack up for the trail, say a little thank you to all those designers and builders who make 
our rides possible and enjoyable! 
 
To see more of the experience, hop on to Facebook and visit Wisconsin Horse Council-Trails Facebook 
page. 
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 Wisconsin Horse Council’s Newest Program - ROUNDUP! 

Welcome to the WHC's newest program!  The WHC is working to support the equine related 
retailers in the State of Wisconsin, and we thought that this new program would be a good 
start! 

This program contest begins May 1st, 2024.  No stamps will be given before that date. 
Completed maps must be received by the WHC Office no later than February 28, 2025. 

Winners will be announced March 8, 2025 via email and/or phone plus posted on WHC 
Facebook page and www.wisconsinhorsecouncil.org. 

Maps can be picked up or requested from the WHC Office in Columbus and some of the retail 
locations.  One map per participant.  Must go to all 16 locations for 1st Place Prize drawing and 
10 locations for 2nd Place Prize.  Those names will stay in for the rest of the prize drawings 
also.  Maps with at least 7 dealer stamps will be entered into a random drawing to win all 
other Prizes, 3rd thru 20th.  

PRIZES  
1st Place Prize $600 Gift Certificate 2nd Place Prize $400 Gift Certificate 
3rd - 7th Place Prizes $200 Gift Certificate Each Place 
8th - 20th Place Prizes $100 Gift Certificate Each Place 
Completed maps must be received by the WHC Office no later than February 28, 2025, and 
should be mailed to: 

Wisconsin Horse Council 
121 S. Ludington St. 
P.O. Box 72 
Columbus, WI 53925 
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 Dairyland Driving Club Hosts Second Annual 
Basics & Beyond Equine Driving Clinic 

By Nancy Nelson 

 
Dairyland Driving Club hosted its 
Second Annual Basics & Beyond Equine 
Driving Clinic at Heartland Equestrian Center 
in Custer, Wisconsin on June 1st and 2nd. 
 
Sponsorships from the Wisconsin Horse 
Council and the American Driving Society/

Hoopes-Addis Education Trust allowed us to offer FREE registration to any Junior Drivers who attended. 
 
There were 48 lesson spots over the 2-day period. To accomplish this, we had a panel of Mary Ruth 
Marks, Julie Dahlberg, Deb Sauer & Howard Kietzke - all experienced clinicians willing to share their 
horsemanship and advanced driving skills - working concurrently in four separate arenas. 

Jefferson County Draft Horse Association 
By Jackie Schuster, JCDHA Secretary 

The Jefferson County Draft Horse Association has had a slow start to the 
spring.  We had our Brat Fry Fundraiser in April, and we had a great turn out 
for the day.  The volunteers had fun and were at times able to catch up with 
the other volunteers on what they were doing. 

 
Our Spring plowing down at Old World Wisconsin was cancelled due to the 
EHV-1 virus.  We are scheduled to be back down at Old World Wisconsin the 
weekend of September 7th and 8th, so keep your fingers crossed for good 
weather. 
 

The show season is rapidly coming up, and the Jefferson County Fair is July 
10th-14th with the drafts showing on Friday morning and evening and again 
Saturday evening.  Also don’t forget the Washington County Fair and 
Walworth County Fairs, as they are both big into the draft shows. 
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 WHC District 5 Obstacle Clinic a Success 
By Cheryl Norman 

 
On May 18, 2024, the Wisconsin Horse Council’s District 5 held an obstacle clinic with Clinician 
Billy Yoder.  Many thanks to Walnut Acres Farm in Tomah for having us.  

The participants worked with in-hand, ground work in the morning, and then mounted skills in 
the afternoon.  Everyone learned some new things and worked on other issues with their 
trusty mounts.  
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 Picnic Shelter Ribbon Cutting at 
Governor Dodge Equestrian Campground 

By Sandy Rogers 

On Friday, May 3rd, the Friends of Governor Dodge State Park 
hosted an official ribbon cutting ceremony for the beautiful new 
trailside picnic shelter that was recently added to the park’s 
equestrian campground group gathering area.  The shelter was 
built in the late fall of 2023, under the expert supervision of project 
manager Duane Deutmeyer, who organized all aspects of the 
project and recruited a crew of area carpenters and volunteers.  

The ribbon cutting was attended by approximately 50 individuals including Friends members, DNR 
management, park personnel, project volunteers, donors, and many happy campers. 
 
As part of the ribbon cutting festivities, the permanent equestrian 
campground donor recognition sign was also unveiled.  Among the 
major donors permanently recognized are the Wisconsin State Horse 

Council Equine Foundation who kick-started the 
Campground building fund many years ago with a 
bequest of $69,000 from the estate of trail rider Iris 
Cooley.  Donors both large and small, along with the many volunteers who contribut-
ed to making the campground a reality, were 
recognized and thanked in speeches by DNR development representative Missy 
VanLanDuyt, Friends President Jean Warrior, and Shelter Construction Project 
Manager Duane Deutmeyer. 

 
The Friends wish to thank the Wisconsin Horse 
Council Trails Committee for their recent match 
grant which helped fund finishing touches in the 
shelter area, including split rail fencing, horse hitch 
rails, and the custom-built kiosk holding the donor 

recognition sign.  This grant also helped pay for the replacement of four giant map signs throughout 
the park with updated signs showing the locations of the new campground, new day use trailheads, 
and correct trail names.  
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 Happy Trails at Governor Dodge State Park 
By Sandy Rogers 

On Sunday, June 2nd, the Friends of Governor Dodge 
Equestrians hosted their 10th annual fundraising ride/hike.  
This year’s event featured a new Scrabble-based contest where 
participants collected scrabble tiles from containers located 
along a designated trail, and then submitted their highest 
scoring word for a chance to win a variety of prizes. 
Participants and volunteers all looked sharp in their custom 
designed t-shirts with scrabble tiles spelling out HAPPY TRAILS.  

A food truck offering breakfast and lunch options, a 50/50 raffle, custom professional photographs, 
and a tack sale featuring items donated by the estate of Karen Kroll (long-time WHC officer and 
Governor Dodge Equestrians supporter) rounded out the day’s offerings. 
 

Thanks to many generous sponsors, including the 
Wisconsin Horse Council Trails Committee, and all who 
registered, the event earned over $6,000 to be used 
toward current and future maintenance and improve-
ments on the park’s more than 25 miles of horse trails.  

The Friends of Governor Dodge State Park Board is 
especially grateful to this year’s event organizers, Rhonda Polkinghorn and Amy 
Meiss-Alexander, and the tremendous group of volunteers who kept things 
running smoothly throughout a day that once again kept the “Fun” in Fundraising.  The gallery of event 
photos, which can be purchased for a donation benefitting the Friends, can be viewed at Rancher’s 
Spirit website: https://www.ranchersspiritphotography.com/galleries/ 
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 You’ve Joined WHC – Now What? 
By Lauren Cnare 

 

There are a lot of benefits to being a Wisconsin Horse Council member – 
member activities, discounts, member-only promotions like the Roundup 
purchasing promotion and this newsletter.  And of course, knowing that 
you’re championing and supporting the recreational and professional 
interests and activities of horses (and their people!) throughout the state. 
 
WHC is a volunteer-run organization that gets the work done with the 

behind-the-scenes actions of one office administrator and hundreds of volunteers from the Board of 
Directors to the members of the twelve committees.   WHC needs people like you to join a committee! 
 
WHC committee work ranges from external facing activities done by volunteers on the Public Relations, 
Awards, Judges Certification Program, Trails, Sponsorships, Wisconsin State Horse Council Equine 
Foundation Scholarships, Member Services and Legislative Affairs Committees, to critical organizational 
committees like Technology, Bylaws and Policy & Procedures. 
 
In addition, the Districts Committee brings representatives from each of the five districts to gain input 
and direction from across the state. 
 
Ready to make more of your membership? 
 
Think about the skills you use every day at work or school, in your home or community life.  Chances 
are, you have a skill that you can use or develop further while helping your horse council advocate for 
and protect our equine and equestrian community. 
 
But beyond giving back to your community, joining a WHC committee will bring you new horsey friends 
and new opportunities to be part of Wisconsin’s horse world as you network with like-minded people 
around the state. 
 
To join a committee and grow your horse community connections: 
visit the WHC website at https://www.wisconsinhorsecouncil.org/
aboutus/committees.php to learn more about each committee.  
Reach out to the chairperson and join the herd! 
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 Notes of Thanks from Nature’s Edge Therapy Center 
and Their Patients 

Dear Wisconsin Horse Council Sponsorship Committee: 
Through your sponsorship to Nature’s Edge Therapy Center, we were able to provide assistance for five families 
since January of this year to receive medically prescribed speech therapy incorporating the horse.  We continue, 
as our families who benefitted, to be most appreciative.  Sincerely,  Becky Payne, MATCCC/SLP/HPCS - Director 

 

Dear Wisconsin Horse Council: 
I am writing to express my sincere gratitude to you for making the Nature’s Edge Therapy Center possible for my 
12 year old daughter.  I was pleased to be made aware that she was selected as a recipient of the sponsorship and 
am deeply grateful for your support.  Because of your support, my daughter can participate in the program in 
which we were hoping it will help with her social issues that have been in her way on so many different levels.  Up 
until now, with the amount of money that things like this cost, we haven’t been able to get her involved until giv-
en this opportunity by you.  She is excited to get to start the program and all other friends and family look 
forward to this opening up many new doors for her in the future.  Sincerely, E. H & L. P. 

 

Dear Wisconsin Horse Council: 
I am immensely grateful for your sponsorship and I can’t express how much it means to me.  Your support has 
been a true blessing, and I am deeply grateful for your kindness and generosity.  Sincerely,  K.T. 

 

Dear Wisconsin Horse Council: 
Thank you so much for your continued support for my daughter to receive hippotherapy at Nature’s Edge 
Therapy Center in Rice Lake, Wisconsin.  Since receiving this sponsorship, my daughter has turned four years old 
and continues to make outstanding progress.  In the last two months, she has learned to try new foods (with the 
wonderful help of one patient horse named Svali!), say sentences like “thank you so much”, and adjust to new 
changes.  One thing that amazed me right away was her progress in wearing a helmet and a belt.  Since she was 
an infant, I have never managed to get her to keep a hat on, so I was completely in awe of how she adapted 
because of the effects of hippotherapy.  This also translated to her time at home as she now loves to try on new 
hats and play dress-up!  I would also like to recognize the incredible staff at Nature’s Edge, who have 
continuously shown my daughter grace and patience.  They have been phenomenal stewards of the 
sponsorships they manage, to support children that greatly benefit from hippotherapy.  Thank you kindly for 
creating opportunities for children with special needs to receive a holistic 
form of therapy.  I am so touched that my daughter can continue 
receiving therapy, thanks to your generous donation.  Her growing ability 
to adapt to changes, interact with others, and lean how to communicate 
has provided her with a better quality of life, as well as our family.  We 
are so grateful to see her progress and for her to continue doing 
something that she has quickly come to love.  Thank you!  Sincerely,  A.C. 
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Summer Horse Treat Recipe 
Here is a quick and easy treat for your horse during the heat 
of the summer.  (Remember to always check with your 
veterinarian first.) 

Simply cut up small chunks of carrots, apples, and celery 
that have been washed well and place them into either a 
muffin tin or an ice cube tray.  (Most any horse safe fruits or 
vegetables will work.) 

Then fill the tin or tray the rest of the way with water, apple 
juice or applesauce, freeze, and pop them out for a tasty 
horse treat in the heat!  They will LOVE them! 
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District 3 includes the counties of: Brown, Calumet, Dodge, 
Door, Fond du Lac, Green Lake, Kewaunee, Manitowoc, 
Outagamie, Ozaukee, Sheboygan, Washington, Waupaca, 
Waushara, and Winnebago 

District 4 includes the counties of: Dane, Grant, Green, 
Iowa, Jefferson, Kenosha, Lafayette, Milwaukee, Racine, 
Rock, Walworth, and Waukesha 

District 5 includes the counties of: Adams,  Buffalo, 
Clark, Columbia, Crawford, Jackson, Juneau, La Crosse,              
Marquette, Monroe, Portage, Richland, Sauk, Trempea-
leau, Vernon, and Wood 

District 1 includes the counties of:  Ashland, Barron,      
Bayfield, Burnett, Chippewa, Douglas, Dunn,  Eau Claire, 
Iron, Pepin, Pierce, Polk, Price, Rusk,  Sawyer, St. Croix, 
Taylor and Washburn 
District 2 includes the counties of: Florence, Forest,         
Langlade, Lincoln, Marathon, Marinette, Menominee, 
Oconto, Oneida, Shawano, and Vilas 

D
istricts

 

www.wisconsinhorsecouncil.org

Join us on Facebook and become a friend.  You will receive the most 
up -to -date information and connect with  fellow horse people.   
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WHC District 1:
Contact - Paulette Adair
715-445-2904
cca2lucky@gmail.com

WHC District 2:
Contact - Shaughn Novy 
715-610-1065
slnovy20@gmail.com
 

WHC District 3:
Contact - Katie Bachhuber 
920-539-0601
rideendurance2@yahoo.com

WHC District 4:
Contact - Floyd Finney 
608-201-9539
floyd-diane@outlook.com

WHC District 5:
Contact - Cheryl Norman 
608-434-2963
cherylnorman11@gmail.com

CounciLetter Deadline 
The deadline for articles, upcoming events and 

advertisements for the WHC CounciLetter is: 

September / October Issue: 
August 15th at noon 

Articles must be equine related, may not be for commercial 
benefit and must be sent to us in a timely fashion.  The 

Editor reserves the right to revise or refuse articles.  
Ads and articles are best sent in electronic format 

(prefer MS Word or Adobe Acrobat) to: 

info@wisconsinhorsecouncil.org 

Office hours:  Monday-Friday  -  8am-4pm 



Join us on Facebook and become a friend.  You will receive the most 
up -to -date information and connect with  fellow horse people.   

   Important Dates to Remember 
 
 July 4   Happy 4th of July! 
 July 24  WHC BOD Monthly Meeting 
 July 19-21  Wade House Carriage Driving Days 
 
 August 3  WHC District 5’s “All About the Horse” 
 August 13-15  Wisconsin Farm Technology Days 
 August 28  WHC BOD Monthly Meeting 

* Please check out our Calendar of Upcoming Events, included in each issue of the CounciLetter, as 
well as posted on the WHC website, for shows, fundraisers, clinics, tack sales and more! 


